
3a: 2023 

When I read this gospel passage, I am so shocked by how quickly and 

recklessly Peter, Andrew, James and John leave everything to follow Jesus 

that I tend to miss the bigger picture -literally losing sight of the forest for 

the trees. I am so distracted by them and their response that I forget to 

focus on Jesus and how he called those first apostles and that is important 

because it is similar to the way God calls you and me today. 

 

Jesus meets the four men where they are. And he does that in two 

ways.  First, he physically goes to where they are: he walks thirty miles 

from his hometown of Nazareth to Capernaum on the shores of the Sea of 

Galilee.  That isn’t how it was supposed to work. The student was 

supposed to seek out the teacher -- to come to his home and ask to be his 

student, his disciple. Here Jesus does the exact opposite: he goes to them. 

He travels to where they live and work and he invites them to follow him. 

 

Second, when he meets them at the shore, he speaks to them in their 

language, using fishing imagery. Remember that Jesus is a carpenter, a 

construction worker. He could easily have used his own imagery: “Come 

after me and I will make you builders of God’s house.” “Come after me and 

you will lay the road to the Kingdom,” But this is not Jesus’s way. Instead, 

he uses an image from their world: I will make you “fishers of people.” 

 

God does the same with us today. God doesn’t wait for us to approach him. 

He comes to us where we are, in our faith as well as our doubt, both in our 

prayer and our dryness at church or at home. And God speaks to us in a 

language we can understand: in the love of people who care four us, as a 



ray of comfort during grief or sorrow, during a favorite hymn sung by our 

choir, in his written word or the beauty of nature and, of course, coming to 

us in Jesus so close to us - so present to us in the eucharist that we 

physically touch him. 

 

This is God’s gentleness, graciousness and compassion. We know great 

hope when Jesus humbly entered into the lives of these four men as 

humbly as he entered our world at Bethlehem, not overwhelming them with 

glory or majesty, but, doing what he does today, coming to us as brother 

and friend.  

 

So today let each of us be aware at this gathering of God’s people and in 

this breaking of the bread – that Jesus has come close to us.  Then let 

each of us hear his invitation to follow him and pray that we can be Peter, 

Andrew, James and John, and realize that our God is among and wants us 

to walk with him. 


